1. General conscideratlions,

Thue concept "social change" covers a vast range of plienomena
whereby alteratlons, subatitutions, transformations have been
brouzht about in social 1life and social relatlonsialns tarough
the interplay of a number of 1nterrelated and  overlapping factors,
M. Fortes, while sctressing the clgnificant advances made in recent
research oh the social systems of Sméll-aoale socleties by the
isolation of the time factor involved, has stated that the topic
of social change represents a somewhat "amorphous subject matter”
(1)e S. P, Nadel also has affirmed that “sooial change"” does not
represent a spebial chapter for analysis and that its study does
not require a special method of soelal inquiry. Thé interdepend-
ence of soclal phenomena'has to be explalned 1n soclal research
and this interdependence is most visible when change sets in,

i, e, "when éome'varlation can be seen to provoke concomitant
variations in others"” (2). Social change then does not represent
one social field among others, "it 4s all soelal fields, considered
in thelr tenporal, c¢yn~mic concept" (3).

Ohange, & the inevitable temroral clenent of 2ll aspects of
social 1ife, cannot be stuldied in genoral terms. It hes to be eon-
celved with raference t9 spééific social institutlions, wiose modi-
ficntions throuzh time can be anaiysed "in tae contoxt of thoir
relationsulps vith othor co-existing institutions" (4), It has
also to be viewed in reference to spociflc soclal relationsihips
wiich are nolifled in form, or content, or function, DBut in tais
analysis of the ﬁemporal agnoet of the lLlactitutional franmevori:,
never sihsuld we oalt to look gt viie neonle thenselves = vhetier ag

in?iviiuals or -“rouds (5), The “eclisional clement involved in
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change 1s indeed an important one.

Though most of the essentlal factors malking for gocial chanze
in modern Africas hove t5» be attriiuted to the acculturatlve or
contact slituatlion, the analysis of change should not be concelved
in terns of contact, but be consilercd as a soclal process (5).
The phenomenon has to be viewed 28 a succession of interlockling
alterations, modifications, variatlions and transformations brought
about in the social institutions and social relationsihlps.

There are various ways in wihich the methodologlecal approach

in the analysis of soclal change has been defined. This, it would

seem, 15 essentlally due to the different ways in which discussions
on social change hove been oriented and soclal structure and socizl
organization have been defined (7). Some scholars, llke R. Firth
and S, F. Nadel, have made a distinction between soclal organiza-
tion and social sgtructure (8)., This distinction contalns some
nseful analytical tools particularly with regard to the stuly of
change, but ca'mot aluvays clearly be drawm in res. (9). On this
basis tuo lkinds of chanzes - structural and organizatlional - have
been recognized by R. Firth, As structural chan’e, he degsimates
she "alterations of the prineciples with walch a goclety is oper-
atel, %the framework upon whiclh its gsoeinl rel~tionshing re cone
structed™ (10). Herc thaen one is dealing with the chanjes in the
character of the socianl system itself, with "tlie ~“isanpearance of
former rolec and the emorzence of new ones" (11). Organizational
change, taen, denls with chan;es in the ways of Joln: t:ings, wit:
"alteratio=s not in princinle, but in detall, where the position

of indivicuals or groups in the soclial systen lave altered but the

character of the systea as such 1s not affceteld" (12), Crzaniza-
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tional change does not nodify the basle relotionships between
menbers of a society, vhereas struetural chonsze involves s:lfts
in the patterns of activity of large numbers of members of the
society (13), Taking into acerunt R. Pirth's definitions, we
could say that studies on soclal change in Afriea have usually
been oriented torard the analysis of structural change, i.e.
radical situational changes (14). A more complete and dynamic
treatment would have to include the organlizatlional alterations.

Thenever stress is placed on the soclal process of change,
never should the well-observed frct of persistence and contine
uity in social 1ife be lost sight of. The phenomenon of persiste
ence forms an integral part of tae entire process (15). M. Her-
skovits wrote that "chanzes are nore rendily discernible than is
the retention of o0l? customs" (16) and thils holds true from many
points of view., There are nany instances where chanse and its
social conconitants are sclfeevident, as vhen peonle leave their
loecal Ikinshin groun to settle in town and are thus 2ble to reduce
and to re=orient the netwvork of kinship relatlionshilps in a more
personal way; or wien the introduetion of cash-cron farminz leoils
to a newv division of l~bor and the occupntlion of new roles by
wvonen., .But there are nany ianstances, too, wicro chansze is less
ohvious, as in soae asveets of nnfrixge, fanlly, kinship, small
groun relationshiing, cte. In brth types of situntions, however,
the »nhenonenon of retention of the old is ~t work, an® has to be
assegsed as well., The concent of eontinulty, of course, not
nercly refers to slobal retentlon of go-colked traditional traits
or customs or patterns; but more so to "the perpetuation of selcet-

ed featurecs of culture," t2 the nersistence of the 0l but with



L3

ol
reduced frequency or under restricted circumst-nces (17). Current
processes in change are characterized by the addition of new ele-
ments as much as by the substitution of elements, by the partial
disappearance of trailts as much as by thelr total transformation,
by the reinterpretation of exiating form, or functlon or content
as much as by the elaboration of new ones. Tribal dances becone
the basie for new types of voluntary asscelatlions in towns, butl
they now serve new functions (18). The teme institutlon has been
formally maintained among the Bakango. But, whereas it originally
served the function of pacification by subgtituting exchange and
economic cooperation for conflict, it first evolved toward a
mutual aild organization in labor situations. Iater it inspired
the organization of finanecial aild, and to~day it orients certain
Kongo initiatives towards the creation of cooperatives (19). The
very phenomenon of "tribalisn” has acquired new content and meaning
in the new urban settings; here it has become a meahs for clasgi-
ficatlion of heterogeneous people and a bagis for voluntary assocl-
ations (20). The fact that, outoide the tribal areas, many tribal
customs and values persist, in various ways, does of course not
inply that the tribal system as a whole has continued to ojserats
there; (21) nor does it mean that the tribal systez continued to
be operative in all spheres of 1life with the same‘intensity or
meanini. Qecent researct on Afriecan urban systéms has, in this
respéct, heavily otressed the nccessity for taorough analysis of
different fields of soclal relationsiips, in whilch different social
systens (sone nore "molern," some more "tralltlcnal' ere operative.
Under the conditions of rapid and wldeeswueeping change, tae Afri-

cang are involved in a number of different setc of soclal relation-
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ghips, which "sten fron forms of social organization which are
distinsuished from, and in many respects onposed to one another"”
(22),

In this respect it is nccessary to realize that conflict is
"an integral part of even stable soclal systems" (23). In other
vords, conflict, strain, disorganization are not to be considercd
as the nccessary outgrouwtih or concomitants of the process of
change, particularly of rapid and wide-sweeping change. It is,
howvever, evident that the magnitude and intensity of these cone
flicts may inmcrease or decrease under the continuing conditions
of change. It is almost certain, too, that structural change
leads to greater strain, J. Middleton has shown for the Lugbara,
vho conceive thelr society as an unchanging social order, that
structural, or more radical change alterations in the range and
intensity of relationships were involved which led to their uss
of the concept of inversion. Changes brought about e.z. by the
increased soeial mobility, as a consequence of Brltish adminis-
tration and labor migration, came to be expréssed in terms of
the emergence of new sorcerers; chanzes resulting frm cxternal
British political influences led to the development of the Yakan
cult, which is controlled by pronhets an?l aimed at resisting,
and later at agcenting, the new nower relationships (24)., The
invoivencnts of mo’ern Africans in many different systems of
social relationsalps, to vhieh ve referred, does not necessarily
result in ecounflict and otrain, becouse as A, L. Epstein has ghovm
the aiffereant oystens "onerate for most part in the different
spheres of noclal 1ife" (25), “henever, unier eonditions of rapil

and radiecal change, crisis situatlons develop, thcr 10 not ncces-
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sarll; result in disorganization, but rather in tie emergence
of varlous mew nechanis=ts for orderly chanze to new patterms
(26), The many forces of destructuration an? rastructuration
are all at work at the sane tlme in their destructive and posi-
tive effecets, GSoclal chanme is, as many writers have »ointed
out, not ncecegsaril; Jdegenerative; neither can it be considered
as necessarlly belng developmental or procressive in nature as
some aspects of »nolitical or economic change may be conceived.

Soclal change 1s uneven; its teqwpo is different in different
tribes, in Aifferent spheres of 1ife, in different situations.
In dioccussing this process, e should never consller it in terns
of the total system or of the total man or of the total soclety.
Ifany factors account for this., Individuals and groups may adhere
to eonflicting, and even contradictory, principles of social
ztructure in different goheres of life, in diffcrent situations,
Africa» oocleties do not 2ll hnve the sane capacity for internal
resistonce; (27) some tribes e. g. are Imowm for their tradition-
alism or for thelr massive resistonce to patterns of western ine
pact; others are "mown for tie sluggishmess and 1nertia wita wilca
they adopt, anc adjust to, these new patteras; stlll others have
sihowm sreat ecapaclity for adjustment and adantation. The factors
Involved in thcse Cifferential rezetions towar’s acculturation arc
connlex, anl as yet not clearly isol~ted., But then to take the
exanple of only tie nmore receptive groupinzgs, not all of taem
h-ve becn ex)osed to the sane tyne of econonlie, nolitical, or cul-
tural pressures exercised by outsiie forees. There ans 2lvays
been great variance in the character, intensity and curation of

thege pressures, and considerable Jiffecrences in the degree of
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coesrcit’on, dircet interference, and planning, with which these
pres-ures cane to hear upon bthe African socletlies, But inalde
the various societies, theore is a further unevenness in the en-
dovment of different scetors of the soeclety and in the sneclific
characteristics of the traditional roles aeld by these sectors
(23)s This imdlies that some individuals or groups will alter
their customs more rapidly than others, that the different soclal
segnents will o0dify their patterns of behavior in different
dircctions, and ia ways whilch are independent from one another
(29)s Different social catogories and classes, different gener-
ationg or cexes, towmsnen and pescants, settled urbanites and
nisront laborers in tovns, cte., may change thelr customs in
varied vaye, 2t o different tempo and rate; all of then may, in
different situational econtexts, adhere to divergent soclal »Hrine
eiples. Turthernore, chanse may occur in overt behavior and
action patterns, without corrcsnonding changes in valucs; in func-
tion or content, but not in form; in ce:tain nodels of soclal re-
lationshins, and not in others,

‘hese considerations should make it clear that there 1ls not
a sinnle situstion of social change in Africa. Thils - toscther
with an as yet conslderable laecl: of detalled, numeriea’ly wvelle
validated gtu?ics on particular citurtions or processes, - nalles
it immossible 2t the present strse to achleve nuch aore than
conon-gensical gencralizatlons. The tendencies totuard immoderate
generalizations h~ve obscured many studles on the process of
social change in Afrien, and in the absence of sufficient quantie-
tative data, nany st~toments 2ve been qualified by such looge

terns s "uoually," "broatly sieakinz," "senerally," etc.
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It 1s not dilficult to indlecate some very gencral trends in
social change, wilch arc by no means restricted to Africa and
seem to be the losleal outcome of urbanism, industrializationg
economiec and demosranhlie growth, christianization, education,
etc., wherever they are manifest. But the detalled characteris-
tics of the processes, the specific trends of soclal change, as
they appear in a particular African society, or =2 number of such
gocietlies, not only in the total fleld of soclal relationships
but in the different spheres of 1life, soclial segments and situe
ations, cannot easily be ascertained, because of the multitude
of variants and contrasts and the lack of valid studies in all
these fields. Take e. g. the case of the process of gocial change
in African towms. Some of the trends apparent there are fairly
sinilar to phenonena observed elsewhere in tae world, and thich
ceen (o be the normal consequences of urbanisn, such as greater
heteroseneity of the populatlion, anonymity, sccularizatlion, cone
plex socinl stratification, geozraphleal and soclal mobllity.
But the process operates in highly Jivergent situations, and the
interplay of external factors at worlk 1s highly varied. Thus the
emergent tynes of new social relatlonsiips in theace toims are
linked to the varled combinatlions of auch factors ag: the rate
of grouth of these towng (slowly growing and mushroom grouth);
the nnature of tiac links vith the surrowniling tribal and rural
areag; the Cegree of relative homogenclilty or diversity of the
pooulation; the relative nredominance of ﬁarticular tribal groupe-
inggs the nature of traditionnl hostlllities cr alle:;lances betuecn
thegse trlbes; the number and characbter of forcis: elites; the

degree of nobllity of the towmsmen linlied to natlonnl and intere
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national 1l-bor movements; tiic charncter of the administrative
and governmental policy; the degree of inlustrinlization; the
housin~ conditions; the ty-es of rishts (witih resnect to land,
eattle, women, status nositions) which tovmsmen have maintained
in their respeetlve trlbal arcas; the relative cdiotances at whlch
tovmsnen live away from their tribal zroupe; the religlous affil-
iations of towmsnen, ctec. (30). e complox and varied interplay
of thege interlociiing factors make frultlesc those stulles on
social systenms in tovmg, walch are conceived under such general
labels as detribalization, individualbm, breakdowm of traditional
soclety or secularizantion and rationality.

e are concerned here with the recent phascs of the process
of soci~l chanse in Afrieca = as 1t s sot in notion by the impact
of external forcos derived essentlally fronm liesterm Eurone., These
forces h~ve, vith increaslng intensity and magnitule, affected
the social 1ife of Africans over the last five centuries; often
they aeted upon them witlh great rigldity and much cocrcion., Triwo
thinge should DLe made clear. TFirst, socilal caanse is not new in
Afriea; 1t h~s aluays ocecurred in conjunction with various phenone
enn, The pro-ressive replacezent of vegetatlon zones, the intro-
ductlon and sprerd of new plants and agricultural tecliniques, the
misration and overla-ping of tribes, the development and subsequent
disavpearance ol large »onulation agslomerations, or the gencral
shift from foodegathering and hunting econonmies to agricultural
ani/or pnstoral ones, or the eorly spread of Islam, or the develope
nent of slavery and clave=trade, are some of the processes w:ilch
have becn 2t torl: for centuries an’ wilch have in various uvays

nodified the social systens of Afriea. The so=called traditional
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cultureca, which vere observed by tlic cnd of tue XIXth century,
verce as o matitcr of fact the end result of many successive nltere
ations and adjustments whileh had occurred in the nast (31). The
preclse noture of the chanzes that vere brought about in the past
1s hard to assess; but much could, and will be learned from them,
throughh the rapld progress now realized in the fields of archae-
ology, ethno-hnistory, linguistice, etc., that will help us to under-
stand certain phenonena apparent in the present process of soclial
chanze. Secondly, we should realize that with the end of colonial
rule, the processes of soclal change are being rceoriented through
the interplay of new foreces now introduced into Africa and the
great moment which the purely African decisional factors have now
acquired. Becausz of the heterogeneity of forces now at work in
shaping the African socletles, it is less and less easy or even
feaeible, to access the nature of the processes or to make state-
ments about the trends of change. Particular African v~lues have
cained nev gtrengtih an? vitality; planninz and legislation will
increasingly interfere with the general process of change. It is
true that »lanned chanzz, in an attens>t o control various econe-
omic, noliticnl an? social evenis and nhenoaena and as a reaction
azainst conscervatisn, 218 been widel; initiasted in Colonlal Africa.
ot only tochanolozical z2nd echrnonice gystens have been affected by
this process, but also ofton\through legiolatlion or direct inter-
ference - domestic anl kinship relationships, moarriage and relision,
lond-otming units have been nmanipulnted in that way. 2Planning for
chanse nostly meant reorientations of the soclal systens in the
veotern lireetion of efficiency, rationmalizatlon, pro uctivit; (32)

and it is, indeed, very h-ord to ~scertain to vhat extent and in

what cense these imposed chanses have been aceepted or intezrated.
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2. Pactors in Social Zhance.

In discussing sone of the factors which nke for soclal
chanze in Africa, we should, first, realize that it is a vain
attenpt to try to correlate in strict terms certain types of
chances with partlicular factors, say the misslonary factor or
the nonetary systen or the colonial adainistration, It 1s highly
sterile work to try to ascertain to vhat xind of factor gsome
chang;ses in hablits or institutionc have t- be related forcnost.

That e are always dealins; with is the interplay of several face
tors, soac of waich oy be more clearly stresced or operative in
particular situations. Certain phenomena, to0, say urbanisnm
wileh 1s the direct concequence of industrialization, nining,
ad2inistrative and other economic needs, have 1in turn, beecone a
najor faetor of change. In the course of tiae, the intensity
rith waleh separate factors are operative has increased or dee
r2ased, althouga the gencral trend lag been for the totality of
faectors to become more and more intensive and dominant,

e may say that a group of coznlex processes came to bhear on
African socletlies, in the diflerent snheres of gocinl 1ife, from
the enc of the XIXth and beginring of the XXth centuries on, ulien
turopean cstablisiment ~ndé nolitlco-adzinistrative control Zevelopad
and s»read widely. I, TAttle hag shouw 1ot in former British Test
\{rica, Turopezan influences before the end of the XIXth century had
worlted only in specific tmays, and hoti they had been essentially ree
strictad to thae coastal arcas. Incroased inter«trib2l warfare and
local slave trading hnd by that ti-e affected the loecal soclinl
gystens in the hlnterland, as had barter and wmoney on the coast,.

But t111 the end of the IIXtah century the est Africar soclietlesn
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hal coegentinlly ronained non-nonetary systens, based on subsisct-

eace cconony. W. Uotoon has shown how azong the Mamdbwe in Northern

Rhodegia's early nissionary activitics had had very limited influ-
encee, lIlovever, this 1s not necessarily so, Jhristlan influvences

which worite? on the Dalkonto fron tae late XVth century on have

definitely left a »rof~und inpact not only uson some aspects of

their relizlon and rituals, but also upon their general uay of
thinking,. Elsevhere, nisslonaries in attractin: freed slaves,
outcasts, ete, 2t the very beginning of their activity set the
secenery for major gsocial and nolitieal ﬂeveiOpmonts in the futuro,
Certain enbryonic adainistrative units and the creatlion of ncw
chieltancies by Arab slave=traders hod in some narts of Africa
(e. go the Congo) a Llaotin-~ effect. I1fodern social chanzes in

Africa have been set in motlon by a ranid and fairly short aceule

turative process vheredby African scocieties cane in permanent contoct
p!

-l

&1 the systemns and personnel of (ifferont Turopean countries., Tals

wvas a direct contact, cetablished through many agenclces: mission-

siries, military pergsomnel, adninistrative offieisls, traders, in-
dustrial and business people, sanitary ~gentc, ecducators, juizes,

agrlcultural officers, shojkeeners, etc. The acculturative Lrocess

vas 2lso Increasinzly nediated throusa various 123c mella, such ag
tha boolt, the press, the radlo, motion nictures, etc.

The accualturative situntion that developed was one in vhich =

-

in 21fferent degrees and ways = the balance of sotrer mas ureounl,

mutunl res~hect “tas ofvon trealkl; developed, overt or latent hostil-
1tiec had originntel, wnequal opportunities uvere provided, cconoxic
exnloltation and desire t» help and to promote vere varlously comne

bined. Inevitably tale »roces~ leod to nnay eavironaental and
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demogravhic chonzes (8. 3 of gane; crosion and exe
houstlon of the coll; land searclty; introduction of new crops
and nev agricultural teciniques; innrovenent of livestock; in-
crease in ponulation; labor recruitment with tie resulting aboence
of young males and disproportion in the sex ratios); it led to the
introduction of neu ecomonle, religlous, politico-adninistrative,
gsocial and legal gystens (e. 3. industry; narkets; labor effi-
clency; plontations; various Jorms of caristlanity; stabilization
and centralization; now sublivisions for wlable units; neu typés
ol' authorities; new tynes of criminal law; new conceptions about
propexrty; neu leghl Jictinctions in nmatters of land; new types of
ponulation agslomerations). It also brought about new types of
conflict and strain, necw dilenmas, wiich vere solved, in the
earlier stnges, throush varlous nativistic ~and revivalistic move-
nents, ~nd In the later ct-ges, through notionalisna,
novements, pan-afiricanisn, ete,

Ag sald already, vie 12onet of the “estern world on African
socleties " ag inerecasingly deep from the end of the XIlth century
on, It is useful vo reecall here, in general teims, sone factors,
effects an? concequences of this 1-yact. Theo 3Derlin Conference
of 1834-18%5 resulted in the subdivision of Africs anons various
Coloni=l povers. Netw politienl and adalnisitrative Lframevorks
vere crcated, wilch largely insnored the bagic {acts of African
aistory and cultural relationshins. Tribal units, whicu until
they h~d been 851471y coheront, vere broken up and incornorated
into different new Hollitical entisies; others whlech never hnd heen
cloce o one anodther wvere brou-ht tojetﬁor in 2 nov and wnfaniliar

territorinl fromeworli, Tit:in enet of the netwr colonlnl territore
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leo, ¢21minl ~dniniotrations doveloped vhich tihouzh ins)ired by
different lopgal and politieal prineciples, led to gonme sinilar
developments overyvhere., Slave-trade and inter-tribal wvarfare
vere suppressed, and neace vuas Introduced, T1s rapidly resulted
in sreater seosranhicenl nobllity for the individuals. Toerritorial
units vere stablllized and largee-sceale nizratory movémentn stooped,
so that the zeosraphical nobility of ~roups diminicshed consldere
ably. Greator centralization, ani the bulldeup of large viable
unite (e. z. districto, "elrcles", "eilrconseriptiond), resulted
in the anpointnent, at the lower levels of the hilorarchieal ade
ninistrative gtructure, of new t-jes of authoritics; it g~ve rise
to regrouplin;, nerging of unitc, resettlenent. Tor an olfcetive
adninistration, for the maintenance of order, for economic devel-
omment, systens of comaunication had to be Jdevisel; roalds and rajl-
uays vere billt, 1atere-vays were opene’, This, at the ecarlier
st~ges 2% least, led to largeesecale recrultment of 1-:bor, mostly
conpulsory, and to the gradual develonmont of new clusters of
ponulation, e.5. around the adninlotrative centers; it also led
to resettlenment of vill-ges alon~ the communication axes; it faclil-
1tated vislting and contact betieen tie meadbers of formerly fairly
i921~ved crounsy it opened the ~0~3ibilities lor Urade, llou lesige
lIatlions were intro’ucel, with regard to land, to criminal ~nd
publlic 1lau, to tihe A7ninistration of Justlee, to the status of
traditional authorities, to sanitary neasures, cte. Tie outeonme
of this 172 eo 7o bthe neu Alstinct’on betweer varlous categories
of 1land (erowvn lands, "terres “omaniales,” "terres indigdnes” ete.),
alleonation ol 1and on behalf of forei:ners, and in some parts of

Africa at least, t..iec ereatlion of "resecvations™; or the cmergence
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o new troes of courtn, Julges, wnd judiclal procedurecs; or the

curt2ilnent ol certoin traditional povers ~nd »rivileses held by

S
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chiclc, headmen o> soniors, cte. Soldiers h~d to be reeruited for
whe loenl foreces, and this recruitment ag conpulsory in the
carlier nhases of c¢olonial adainistration; ex-servicemen often
recelved considerable advantages, vere settled in particular areas
or received land from the administiration, and became important®
agents for the spread of new, less particularistic, ideologles,
gradually ngricultural pollcies were developed in the administra-
tive framework, aining at first to set people intercested in 2gri-
culture and to improve and inecrease the local outputy later to
introduce new crops and new techniques, and to open new narkcis
for export of local crops., This affected the land tenure systens,
the wor's patterné and division of labor, the inheritance systems;
it llberated individual initiative and made posslible a greater
individual independence from lecal cooperative kinship uniis,

The new possibilities opened, and the new conditions set by,
the administrative n»t wvorks, enabled a rajil economic growth.
Plantationc and nining co—poun’s developed; new jdopulation azglod-
erations grew arounl ports, nining and trading centers, adrinlstroe
tive headquarters, slantations, ete. liassive recrultnment of l-bor
aind nisrant labor gave rise to mnjor denozraphieal chanses anon”
the rural noohulatlons; 270c and sex “istribution wrere affected in
the villagec. In the urban areas newr hcteroseneous populations,
chracterized by the presence of exeessive numbers of young adult
niles, Jdeveloped; innersonnlity and comnetliiveness ~srew; new
Mivisions of labor emerged; there developed a netr search for status

and oresti-e. The connercialization of lobor and the corresnonding
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spread of a none economy had wide effects on the value systems
and led to various forms of social rectratification. Increasinsly
the factor of urbanicm became an inmport ni one, both in its des-
ruetive and positive effects on urban populations and urban
soeial networks, as well as »n rural populations and social nct-
woriks., The faoct 1s that people vho, in the beginning of colonial
rule, had been compelled to en:age in migrant and wage labor, be-
cause of the lacl of incentlives they found in it, increasingly
beecane attracted by the alvantages urban agglomexrations had to
offer: more money could be earmned there, and money was necessary
for paying taxes and for buying valuable conmodlities; greater
educational opportunities were offered, arnd this implied better
Jobs and nevw careers, new wealth, status and prestilige; escape

from certain traditional obligations and restrictions was pcssible
there; an outlet for insoluble conflicts and dissatisfactions was
easily found therej; new types of lelsure and entertainment were
presented. Ililsslonary activity was strong and wldespread, in
nany parts of Africa, even before effective colonial al inistra-
tion was est~blished. It resulted not only in the introduction

of a new noral and relizious outloolk, dbut algo in the snread of
the educational sgystem and of literacy., In acsessing thie nmission-
ary fzactor in Africa, we have to realize that, »mrticularly in the
earlier years of their actlivity, and because of thelr very elose
contact with the rural »nonulations, 2ilsslonaries hve -layed 2
great role in "manisrul~tinz" the "auman objeets"” (33). In nany
parts of Africa they wvere the first to detaech in’ividuals fronm
thelr tribal and kinsghin grounings, and to »rocure new statuses to

soelal categorics of former slaves, refugees and outecasts, They
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interfered dircetly, at the local level, with marriaze and family
cugtoms, with donestic relations:ips, with various tynes of rites
and culté° any of the rural Christians, because of the direcet
support they received from misslonaries, were able to set up nevw
villages or hamlets next to the pasan ones, and thus to subtract
thenselves to some extent from local politiecal control; some were
able to become cuniefs, Judges, counsellors, ctc. Iilany of these
Christiains vere among the first »nolitical and soclal
in the traditional communitles, they were among the first to adopt
new habits and custons., The general effeet Christian tenchings
had on the rural nopulations vacs to enable them to doubt about
the validity of certaln recligious sanctions and the efficacy cof
certain rituals, and this kind of scepticisn prevared the path for
mojor chantes in societies vihere ritual samctions were too prom-
inent. hristian beliefs, doctrines, rituals occaslonally alsgo
tecane the bases for mneu syneretistic movements, which have been
so powerful in attenmnts qt revivalism and cultural resistance,
Cogsentially throu-1 the activity of the missionnries = 1less so,
and senerally l-ter, throu:h zsovernmental influence = sducation
v2s no lonzer a function of the fanily and the kinship groun. The
new educntional faector enh~nced econonic succebccs ahd social no-
bility; it save new opportunities for Jobs, new opportunitics to
the younser gencration, new possibllities for women. It helped
the ranid encrgence of new social categories-and it »roduced the
ncy social elites ~ble to develop newr political and eecononic claims,
It upoet fanily structare in cr-ating netw rel-tlonshinss betueen
parent and ehild,

In the 1l-ter neriod of colonial rule in Africn, the ideolozy
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of plonned change became an incrcasingly sowverful factor., Par-
ticularly since the 2nd "Jorlcé 'ar there wng o gencral acceleration
of econonic and soclnl development plans, exprescted in vast econonic
programmes, houvging and resettlement scheaes, agricultural exper-
iences, social cervices., Various kinds of foree accompanied these
procrammes, including legislative »nrocedure. These projects implied
vast, T2apid, wldee-sweening alterations in bellefs anl practices,
in values an?d neceds, in Imowledge; they led to a dilrect manipulation
of soecinl and territorial systems,

In the shaping of new soclal systems, the factors evolving fron
the acculturative gituatlons created by Vestern Europe, have of
course not been the only operative ones,

Let us first mention that the acculturative siltuation hac yielde
ed many types of organlzed'rcactions.against the inpact of the wegt-
ern vorld., DBy means of various nativictic movenments and new types
of closed ascoclationg, and throush the creation of separatliet
churcheg and the organization of wvarious new tynes ¢f voluntary
associatlions, particularly 1r towms, through the elaboration of
nationalist and panafricanist ideoclozies, or in teras of "negri-
tude" and "Afriecan nersonality", Afrieans have expressed and found
outlets for the tenslions and strains in which they uvere involved,
These reactlonary movenents h~ve in themselves become nmajor factors
in the process of socinl change, although the extent of the influ-
ence exerciced by them on the value systenms and institutions of
thie African neoples is gencrally not well lmown,

The introduction and spread of Iclon, throuzh non-uhite chinne-
nelc, in est ‘Lrica and some rnarts of Bast Africa has yielded

religious and »olitical offects the annlitude of wvilch can georcely

G
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be measured. As a powerful adaptive and conservative force
Islam hag not only bzruht about vast alterations in the social,
legal, religious systens, but has also given new meaning and
strength to milennial African values and instlitutions,

The leglslative actlon of local governments and chiefs hag,
in some parte of Afrien, as e. 3. the Republic of South Afrieca,
had a strong and direct impaoct »n the soclal systems. I. Schapera
has elearly sihown how this affected the family and marriage sysc-
tems of the Tswana tribes (34).

Pinally, a notent factor in this whole process of social change
i1s, and has alwvays been, the mature of the different African mocial
systems themselves, Comperative studles on nine kingdoms and multi-
kingdons, four segmentary cocleties, and one gcgmentary state in
Eact Africa have sihowvm thwf the reactlons to Britlsh adalnlstrative
noliecies there had yielded wildely differing results (35). Or to
sive another exanple, thae question has been ralsed wvhether patri-
lineal socleties are better fitted than natrilineal socleties to
adapt thenselves to neu sltuations of rapld economie change. 1.
Read in comparing the patrilineal Ngoni with the matrlilineal Jewa
haos shotm that the patrilineal groun aljusts itself more readlly
thnn the motrilineal one to the abscnee of large numbers of young
adult nales un’exr c¢onditions of labor migranéyo Ve Vatson in cone
paring the situation among the patrilineal ilanbue vith that pre-
vallirg anong the matrilineal Bemba has indicated that Bemba
uzorilocal marriage, lack of resicdentinl sotability, nigh livorce
rate, meothwods of 8171fting cultivation, laclx of pormanency in vile
laseo have worlkel azainst then un’er tae present economic clrcume

gtances (335),
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The process of social change in modern Africa is determined

by the interplay of these interlocking factors, Out of their

varied combinations grow many of the original and, regionally,

highly diverse developments which are responsible for the fact

that there is no simple situation of soclal change in Africa.

At best, can we maintain that some of the gemeral soclal con-

sequences revolving around these factors are following:

greater geographical mobility;

labor nmigration at local, national and international levels;
new divisions of labor between the sexes;

more achieved statuses through education, labor, wealth, and
politics; :

less sharp opposition between men's and women's roles and
gstatuses; women have acquired new occupations and new statuses;
new psychologlcal characteristics have been atiributed to then;
greater soclal stratification and emergence of soclial classes;
growth of new elite groups:

nev age statuses (biological age becomes more important than
sociological age; the relationships between generations change:
the child acquiring still greater importance in the family
structure);

growth of individualisn;

secularization;

grcater gpecialization of labor and skill;

more rivalry for prestise between individualss

gre~ter presgure on the land regsources;

developnent of supraetribal feelings and uniticsas

decision maling in the new urbon agzlomeratlons;

sreater stress on the elementary fanily;

diminishing imvwortance of large-scale kinship relationsinips

and &kin groups;

great development of voluntaory associations,

We now have to loolr into the detalls of some of these general

goclal consequonees,
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3. ZThe_trends of social channe.

Given the gzrent number of variables at work, and the
diversity of socicties and soclal nctworks involved, 1t is
no simple task - as alfeady stated « to isolate and charac-
terize the quality, quantity, and degree of change occurring
in these different soclal systems. It 13 clear that there
are wide regional differences; that o0ld and new are blended,
or overlapping, in different ways and degrees; that old and
new may be clearly distinct in distinct spheres of life or
in different situations. It might be said e, g that, as a
general trend, tribal and ethnic endogamy is no longer re-
tained as a major social principle, and that more and more
intertribal and interethrlic marriages do occur, particularly
within the urban agglomerations. In studying marriages in
several Senegalese towns, P, Mercler found, however, that
there existed grecat differences in this marriage pattern
according to the particular tribes involved, to their numer-
ical representation in towns, and to the socice-professional
status of the individuals involved (37). It might also be
affirmed that the practice of Holygynous marriaze is weasken-
ing, in towns as well as in tribal areas, and that this trend
of change is due to educational; relizlous, and econonic
factors. However, it 1s not easy to generalizc about the
detalls of this process, D. Mereier's data on S-nepgalece
tovms showed thnt, even within the same town thore uvere cone-
siderable variations in this matter, which were 1linked to
such factors as ethnic groups, religion, soclo=professionnl

categories, duration of presence in towns (first gencration,
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ag opposed to gecond generation, eilty-direllers), membership
of different brotherhoods in Islan, He was able to observe
that, in some cases, the proportion of nolygyny in towms
vas equal, or superlor, to that in certain rural arecas,

The great local differences which can be observed in
the process of soclal change, are essentially related to the
overall distinctions that have to be made between urban and
rural areas, between Christlans, pagans and Moslems, between
differential tribal responses. Although it often is no
simple matter to make a clear=cut distinction between urban
and rural arcas = gince 1t 1s necessary to place in the first
category many plantations, nining compounds, small commercial
and administrative centers, peri-urban areas, and since
nutual influences between town and country have levelling
effects = 1% 1s nonetheless certain that urban ag-lomerations
arc the greater incubators of soclal changes, and that the
particular urbon contexts maZze for certain oprortunities,

choices an” situations which are largely absent from the

tribal context. It 1s also clear that therec dre conziderable

Aifferences betveen totms (e. g. in the rate.of growth, the
hoterogenelty of the »opulation, the relationgnlp with the
hinterland, the Jdegree of 1ndustr1aiizatlon, otc.), Uhere the
varied interpln; of multinle external factors brings about
1ichly different scttings in which the 'process of chanse hags
to ta’ze Hlaece., Tribnl resnHonses to chan'c hve aluays been
diverse, not Hmly because of tho differont nature of the
tribal socinl systens (take e, g the simole distinction

betieen patrilineal, n~trilineal, bilineal and bil~teral

et ————e
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descent syctens; or the dlstinction between cognontary and
hizhly centraliced »oliticnl systomo), but alos because of
differences in the degree of 1loolation, in the rwroximity to
urban agslomerations, in the reaction against "manipulation,”
in denmogranhic and othor nressures on the band, in produce
tivity of the soil, in dominant value-orientations, ete., In
the towvns, as well as in the tribal areas of Africa, there 1o
a great variety of typos of religious life. G. Parrinder in
hic study on the Nigerian town Ibadan has fully identified
the different types of religlous that may ooccur among a falrly
homogeneous urban population, ranging from the many categories
of mission churches to various separatist sects, from Islam
to many pagan cultes and rituals (thunder God Shango; tutelery
spirit of the towm; burlal rites; taboos; witcheraft beliefs,
eto,) and to secret socleties, such as Oghonl which are directly
in conflict both with Islam and Christianity (38). Pagans,
Christians and Noslems adhere to different bellcfs, institu-
tions and customs, and often, too, to different value systens,
although the latter do not necessarlly follow the pace of other
chonses,. Among the Christian Wyakyuca, €. S. nonogamous malre
riace has replaced nolygyny; oome of the old values, however,
linked to zenerous hospitality continued to survive together
with the traditional patterns of hoe agriculture, wvheroeby
nost of the agricultural vork ig done by women, [hus the noe
ceptance of Chrictianity, linked to the continulty of the
traditional agricultural teclinology, tas not acconnanied
by a corrcanon’ing nodifiecation in values vhich would bo

consistent with 1t, The rogult vas tant Christlian nonogae-
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mous fanily heads vere unable to produce aos much food as
previougly, a prerequisite for nursuing the patterns of
generous hoopitality « ani thot they could not ensure the
entertainment on which prostige and standing rested (39).

We VWatson has pointed out now among the Nambwe of northerm
1wleslia najor changes in institutions and values vere
located within tihe relisious novement of the ateih Tower Bible
and Traet Socioty, whose members drink no beer, don't ‘lance,
don't shale aands, don't practise Holygyny or divorce, and
furthernore establish separate comounities, and challenge the
chief's authority (40), J. D. Lebeuf has showm how in the towms
of Bwngul and Torkelnmy (Oentral Africar Republic) the ifoslen
sroups, of Hausa and Bornu origin, are able to adjust thene
gelves more cuccessfully to urban conditlons than pag-n and
chrigtianized groups, which maintain strong links with the
tribal homelands and return home, twhenever pogsslble, to take
part in imortaint rituals (41). Thus, vhenever we try to
agsert thc tren’'s of soclal change in Afriea we have to
realice thnt:
1, there arc wide ro lonal differences in the nroccoss
2., the social gyotens, exlsting within a sane toim, and algo
though S0 a leéscr extent withln the same tribal area,
arc "made un of loosc, se—i-in’ependent, to some extent
isolatcd, subegystens”
3 there ~re alunys three possible types of changjes: bee
havioral chanse followed by norm ehange; nori chan’e
followed by bechavioral change; climultanesus change in

norns an’ beiavior (43).
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the ceriteria to be talken into account for ascert-ining
changing norms and behavioral pattcrns are extremely
nunerous, Thus to talte the exannle of an urban oggloner-
ation, differences in norms and patterns of behavior be-
tueen city-dwellers have not only to be projected against
tribal, educotlional, professional, economic or religlous
distinctions, but against many other phenomena. Talking
into acoount e. g. the tribal facter, we canmot limit our
diccussion to simply opposing members of tribe A to members
of tribe B, Other facte have to be comsidered, such as:

€. Zeop distinctions between migrant tribesmen and more or
less permanently settled tribesmen; tribesmen whose wife
and c¢illdren continue to live In the tribol area and those
who have settled with thelr wife and children in towm;
tribesmen who have married a girl from their own tribe (or
better, from a sccial unit to which they are traditionally
clesely attached) and those who have contracted an intere
tribal marriage, elther with a girl bern in her original
tribal area or with & woman born in tovm; tribeomen who
live in towms which are not far awvay from, or in the middle
of, their tridb~l rcglon, and those vwio are for awvay froa 1t,
go thnt regular visiting becomes rare and difflicult; tribes-
men o live in nodern bricl: houses, set up under a housc-
planning prozram, and those who live in slums or compounds
vhere people eluster togcether on a tribal and kinship basiss
tribesnen vho, althouzh settled fairly oormancntly in towm
contlnue to concider themselves as merc "visitors" or

ctransers in that towm, nnd those who feel to be fully ur-
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banized and lntograted,
planned ohnnze and lesislatlon have in many parts of
Africe, or in nany opheres of soclal 1life, considerably
affected the normal course of the process of change, thus
causing sreoater stralng, and major conflicts between
behavior and values.
in all societles, certain models of behavior and social
relations ips are characterized by a great force of
inertia, while others exhibit a remarkable plasticlty in
naintaining their form but changing their content and
function (44),
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2. Uomen's status,

Fo. Agblemagnon hags indicated that in traditional African
soclety women have malnly been regarded in the role of a wife,
This involves that the coeclety expceted them to perform the
duties of good mothers vho would zive many children to the
community (45). The values attached to fertility in wonen
are 9t11l prominent in Africa, to such an extent that "unc
femme africalne ne s'accomplit vraiment qu'en devenant mére"
(46), Among the Luvale of Northern Rhodesia, the oontinﬁity
of these wvalues, comblned with other developments such as
marriage instability, has given rise to a strangé situation
in which female pubsrty rituals are formally malntalned, 28 a
necesgary prerequisite for fertillity in women, wvhereas at the
game time in the context of the rites the deliberate use of
herbal preparations against conception is taught becauge of a
lack of confidence, on tae womep's nart, in marriage (47).

During the greater part of the colonial period in Africa,
yvomen tere largely isnored and it is true to say that fron
nany points of viev thelr status deteriorated (43). Uomen's
orportunitles for a ecareer in towms vere rare and linmited;
vhenever they moved to totm, they had to do it as someone's
wife or somenne'’s cloge relative; for ummarried adult women
the nossibllitics nraetically bolled dowvm to petty trading
and/or prostitution (often in a Adiscrete form)., In the vile
lages, particularly = but not only 1n those regions vhere there
vas heavy 1-bor misration « the bullk of agricultural wvork -
stendily inereasing beecause of colonial »olicies and rural

econonic Jevelonment « rested on women; thic distance of local
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marlkkets and the abscnce of improved comnunication systems
nlaced essentinly on women's shoulders the heavy burden
of mrrying loads: money returns for selling grount crops
vere very low and women could only benefit from then to a
linited extent, |

Furthermore, the attitude of the African male with re-
gard to better educational facilities and greater ecornomic
and socizl freedom for women has always been ambiguous. Nowae
days African males admire educated women, but at the same
time they fear that they may be difficult to manage (49).
Gradually, but fairly recently, better opportunitles and more
outletr lave become avallable to women., New agricultural
techniques, the introduction of new crops, the opening of
netwr markets have resulted in various shifts in the division of
labor, Wherenas in the beglnning of colonial rule these factors,
conmbined in sone rec3lons with heavy labor migrancy, had led to
on increased burden beilng »nlaced on wonmen, the development in
later times of cash crop farzing, plantatiors, hired labor has
yielded new ooportunities for women, Mzn have 1ncrecasingly
participoted in agricultural tork, particularly that onc re-
lating to cash crop farning; wonen hove shared in the selling
profits; women hnave been cnabled to become food=cellers instead
of being mere foodegrovers, 1o engage in tradipg and comuerce
instead of only being farmers., ZEducational opportunities,
particularly in urban areas, have permitted them « though in
small numbers = to beecone iavolved 1n wage=labor, cleriecal and

profegsional worlk,.
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The educational factor has also been a new gource of
prestl e for them., Thus in certain arcas of Africa the
anount of marri-ge payments to be given for marrying a wife
became greater, vhen 1t concernmed an edueated women (50).
The status of women in marriage hags deeply altered, and this
alteration 1s essentlally linked to the weakening of the
“traditionally very strong control exercised by the kinship
zroup. Cholce factors in marriage have become dominant,
betrothal marriage Inve largely disappeared, and women have
been able to resist better against the pressures exerciscd
by the fanily groupings. The alimys »oosible eseape to towm
has also contributed to thls improvement of thelr social
cstatus., Thether this has led to greater sexual freedom or to
sreater instability in marriage 1lc hard to ascertain, since
the interconncetions of various factors are so numer-us in
this sohere. One thing is surc, the improvement of women's
soclial status has led to a redistribution of woric and authority
in the fanily, particularly in towms, where the pressure of
the kinshin group is less strong and where the husband is
awvay £ron home. In this process of change, women hnve not
only acaoulred new st2tus; they have often developed a new
nental outlook both with regard to themselves and to thelr
slituntion. ' Agblenagnon nas indicated that th:isc nciw outlool:
nay give risge to an inferiority complex or to a desire to
doninnte, to a feeling of frugtr-tlion or to the arvaremecss of
n lag vhich must be caught up (51). New characteristics hrve

been ~ttributed to vomen in the value system. But nonetheless
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some fundamental traits concerning tronen have been fully pre-
gerved, Great sexual liberty before narriage, provided it be
used diceretely, isc still, as 1t was tradltionally, in noct
reglons accorded to women,

Married wvomen continue to show great attachment to thelir
orisginal families, vhereas the husband's family continucs for
a long period te be strange and hostile to her., Primacy is
atill, and perhaps even more, given to the mother as the
central personallity in the family structure., Mrrriage cone
tinues to be loolked upon as an inperfect but necessary means
for concluding alliances and ensuring the survival of the
group and the procrecation of legitimote children (52). UMany
traditional attitudes have changed in the sex code; segregation
and avoldance behavior are less comnon., But some vital atti-
tudes with regard to pregnancy and breast=feeding taboos have
remained unaltered., Vomen - yhether as widows or as daughters -
nov nlay a greater rolec in the inheritance system; they nay
shore In port of the inheritance of househol! properity, gardens,
cattle, ete.

Modern nossibilitices for nersonal achievement have per-
nitted wonen to acquire greater independence from males and
Ikimshlp groupings. Under urban conllitions, moreover, tie blo-
lozgieal family hos largely become isol~ted from the extended
family and the lineage, These two sets of conditions have
produced the major alterations in vomen's social position. In
the ncur legnl systens, particularly in vhie new types of ctatue-

tory and Caristian narriage, women hrve found sreabter sceurity
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and nossibllitlies for an imvroved soelal nosition (53). The
nev relizlous teachin~s 2lso have deeply influenced women's
outlook and status. Community development pro:rams have 1n
recent years had a direct effect on women's position: new
anenities in village 1ife (wter supplies, better communica=

lon systems, maternitics, dispensaries, etec.) have provided
women with more leisure and greater security (54). New
women's associ-tlons = such as those of market women in west
Africa = have permitted women to tale a more active part in

ulder comounity affalrs, which fall outsice the scope of their

traditional doncstic l1life.
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b, Marriame patterns.

Before we malke any genecral gtatements about the process

of change at work in marriage systems, let us examine what

some~authorities have to say on the trends of change in the

marriasge institutions of particular tribes, Among the Tonga

of Northern Rhodesla, L, Colson hneg noted the following

trends (55):

-enarriage 1is increasingly an assoclation between husband and
wife; it is less and less an alliance between kinship groupe
ings; with this goes together a trend toward development of
independent, largely secularized, family units:

==the traditional marriage rituals are reduced in scope, and
some are abandoned altogethers

==there 1s a decrease in the rate of preferential cross=cousin
marriages; |

~e=norriasge payments are still considered as a means through
which a man can acquire overriding rights in his wife and
chilarens but various portions of bridewealth have been
analganated into a single lump transaction;

-=the divorce rate is high; some factors accounting for it ave
recent, such o8 ﬁhe tonsionc aroused by differences in
religion, or the degree of sophistication in western ways, ox
the introduction of heritable property, or the gre~ter oppore
tunitics for geographical mobllity, or the grcator frcedon

- that the 3oun¢ enjoy 1n choosing their ovm n2tes. But there
ah e} othér nev influcnces too-=such as independence in the

choice of a spouse or schooling or religious and vealtheinflu-
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ences, « valeh may also wor's touvard greater st-rbility;
-~=there are changes too in e pqttern of wldow inheritance;
women are more likely to consult thelr owm preferences in
this natter, particularly because there 1s less fear of

spirits and lecs reliance upon a wider kinship group.

Among the Touana tribes of South \frica, I. Schapera
noticed that the coabined effcet of the introduction of
Christlanity, the soread of school educatlon, the development
of migrant labor, the solicy of the Dritish Govermment in
Bechuanaland orotectorate, and the leglslative activity of
the chiefs had yielded followinz falrly universal features in
the marriage systen of these tribes (56):
~=child betrothal has Jisappeared; personal cholice of one's

oun ﬁ@te 1s now the rule, but the boy’s famlily nust still
formally approach the zirl's sroup on his behalf

-=the practice of sororate (substitution of a dead wife by one
of her sistérs) nas ceased to coxlst;

-=1713018 are now a3 o rule free to marry ouitside thelr late
hugbonc s fanily, and often 4o go; but men Jo oceaslonally
still raise seed for their dead brothers;

== NN nay not any lon-er divorce nls wife fox barrenness; a
yonan mny now divqroe her hushband for adultery;

~epolygyny, thously forbidden by tribal law only among one of
the Tswana tribes - hnas declined to 2 grest extenty thue the
natterng of inheritance of hoﬁseholﬁ sropexrty nave becone
nuch similer and widous and daugaters wmay nov share in the

inheritance of cattle, = althoush thelr shares 2re still ouch
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omaller than those of sons.

Some changes, on the other hand, are restricted to
certain Tswana tribes. Thus e. g. concubinage has become a
penal offence among the Tswana. Marriage payments have been
abolishod among the Ngwato and Tswana} they have been abane-
doned by nany Christians in other tribes; but they have been
made compulsory, even for Christians, among the ﬁguaketse.
Polygyny has become 1llegal only among the Ngwaketse; butb
if the wife is barren, an excepilon may be made to this law,
provided special permission is feceived from the ohief.
Among the Rolong, either spouse can aiforce the other for
incurable disease, insanity, habitual drunkenness, inprison-
nent for 15 or nore years,

Thus both examples of the Tonga and the Tswana make it

clear that developments in the marriazge institutlion are

extremely diverse, and that they are influenced by many inter-

linked variables. A few very general trends ecan, hovever, be

indicated, eaeh of which has of course to be fully documented

through highly detailed tribal and urban studles,

1.

Polygynys ‘there is less iarge-écalc polygyny, but the
pattern of smallegecale »olygyny is still clearly observae
ble in rural arcas, and to gsome cxtent also in towns,
Polyzyny is, of course, less common among Caristians than
anons non-Christiang; it is more common anong lloslens

than among Christians; and there are wide-snéepin; dif-
ferences In tribal attitudes to it. But, not withstanding
the institutional changes, thae 1deal of »olyszyny, linked

to that of {ertility in narriage and to thz values attached
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to children in marriasge, still is ver; prominent in Africa.
Preferential marriages (e. g. between crossecousins, or
between members of alternate gencrations) abe dying out.
This also appllies to substitution marriages, whereby the
late wife is replaced by her sister or by her brother's
daushter, In other words, there is less stress on the
structural aspccts of marriage and more insistance on the
personélly-oriented decisional element.
Widow inheritance, wherever 1t occurred, is less striect.
The greater econonic independence of women, geographical
mobility, the weakening of strong kinshlp influences,
give more leeway to women, so that re-marriage outside the
late husband’'s kinship unit, or total rejection or re-
marriage, becomes more and more established practice.
Rules of exogamy. In towms, tribal marriage is no longer
respected as a principle; intertrlibal marriages are more
and more comnon, although there are considerable differences
from town to town, in relatiom with tribal affiliation,

soclo-professional categories, educat;dn, religion, etec.

‘However, it m2y be sald that the sr-ater part of intertribal

narrinzes occur betuveen nembers of nore or less historically
and culturally rclated tribes, or if not, between seconde
senecration city-dwellers who have 1bﬁt many of the charace
teristics of tribal affiliation..

In rural areas, the ideals and czwnoetoations are still
very much im fovor of tribal aarriage, although in the

presence of tribal wetero enelty that occurs in some
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reglons of Africa, marrisges between nenbers of closely
related or territorially intermixed tribeg have alvays
been current. It nay be said that, for toimsmen as well
a8 for rural inhablitants, respect for tradltional exoga=
mous kinship units is still very much the rule.
Residential rules. Patrilooai residence systems aave
alvays bylfar been the more numerous ones in Afrieca, ahd
they are still very important in most of Africa. Neolocal
residence systeﬁs, which were traditionally restricted to
a few areas, have become increasingly lnportant under
conditions of urbanism, geographical mobillity, labor-nigra-
tion. The less common resldenbe»rules = duolocal, uxorilo-
cal, uxorie-virilocal « tend to be replaced by the forxrmer
types. In traditlonally avunculocal systems e.3., children
tend to gtay with thgir fathers = or to move out to towng -
instead of jJoining their mother's brothers® residential unit.
Marriage payments. The amount of the payments has steadily
been increasings casi payments have been substituted for
former traditional valuables, or a substantial casl: payment
has been added to, or has replaced part of Sthese valuables.
Many of the vars in which payments tere traditionally accue
nulated (e.3. throuzh kinship solidarity) have now chanszed;
because df creater individual ceonomic independence, young
peonle = particularly in towms = are now able to bring the
cash money together taroush personal labor and loons, rather
than throush the cooperation of their tinsnmen., In rural

arcas, narricge nayments have retained thelr original funge
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tlong of establisiilng rights Iin wonmon and their legal
offopring and of creocating wlder solidaritics betueen
different kinship unlts; in towns, new or additional
functlons have been developed; the payments have, as Cl.
1T11tchell pointed out, become an index of soclal prestige.
Age at marriage. It has always been the rule in Africa
for men to marry much later than women. Men, before they
could get married, had to perform certain dutles or frustra-
tlons; they had to walt untll marriage payments became
available or until a widow could be inherited. Men can
now get married more rapidly and more easlly, because of
personal assets which they m2y acquire through thelr own
labor, or through the cooperation of membors of one of
thelr voluntary assooiqtiond - althousgh, in some arcas at
least, great strains are belng nlaced on thena because of
the high anount of marringe payments necded. Vomen were
nmarriecd out while still very young; ¢1111ld betrothal wvags
very comuon. ‘omen, who have nov more possibilitics
throush independent econonle activitics, throush cashecrop
farsing, throuzgh education, relision, ete. have generally
tr;ed to imnrove their socinl stotus by marryinz later, so
as to be better able to resist asgainst pressures fronm Lonilly
Sround. luch direet legislation -« by colonlal adninistrae-
tlons, loeal einiefg, cte, « have had o concilerably influe-
cnece in this sghore.
Divorce and Concubinage. It iz Ird to say whether or not

the rate or frequency of divorce is hisher than 1t used
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to bes Numerical data on wvhat it used to be arc absent,
and there are in this regspect, as 0, Hitchell has indie
cated, great difforences e. g. between matrilineal and
patirilineal societlies. The preclsc influences on marriage
atability exercised by such factors as weolth, status,
education are, as A. Southall pointed out, still véry
inperfectly unlerstool. But 2ivorece is frequent, and many
Africans tend t- think that 1t occurs more often and in
greater numbers than it used to., Sneelal developments with
regard te children's strtus in divorce have been noted; in

some societies arrangements have been devised wvhereby the

9]

ons are attributed to the father, and the daughters to
the mothors,

Joncubinnge, aarticularly in towvms, has incrcased; the
phenomenon ig direectly linked to tho presence of nmany wife-
less migrants and to the persistence of varlous sexual taboos
during pregnancy, ©o conilicts between Luropean and African
concentions of marriage law, to tae wéakenlng of kinshi»n
bonds,

Although many changes hove accurred in the ficld of
African marriage, it ig Tair to say that many of the ideals
and key practices in nmarringe = sueh 28 70lygyny, mafriage
paymenis, rules of exogany - have been fully rotained, and
thnt the traditional marziage pottern still hos primacy, not-

withstanding the introduction of statutory and Christlan nor-

riage systens.
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¢, Famnily and kinship.

Greot differences can again be observed from tribe to
tribe, from town to towm, from goclal eategory to social
category, from situation to situation. Some genersl trends
can, however, be indlcated, the detalls of which have to be
analyzed for »articular cases and svbstantlated by numeriecal
datae.

It can be sald with certaintys Lirst that, notuithe
standing the nany chansges in kinshi) structure and kinship
funetions, the valucs attached to solidarity and cooperation
between Xinsmen are still strongly sanctioned by African
nublic opinion. Secondly, that there are vide ¢ifferences
in the srocess which takes place in towms, vhere the newy condie
tions o nof favor the existence of cormorate kin groups,
and tha®t which occurs in tribal areas, where lu most spheres
of 1life the situations have not militated against the nersiste
ence of loeal corporately-acting kinship unlts. In most of
rural Afrieca, the kinship princinles represcent still today
the erucisl factor in the constitution of residential and

territorial crounings, im the exerclse of lond rights, in

b

natters of marriage resulations, in the early soclallzation
process of Individunls, etec. DBut the range over which those
principles voric there 1s steadily reduced; inshin grousings
are narroved in size and cxtent; they are reduced in denti.
Tuis phenomenon is anparent in matters of land control, of
econonic cooperation, solilarity relationshiigs, narria ¢

functlons. The widely accented »rincinle of unilineal descent
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is s5t11l1 basic in the malntenance and conmposition of these

kinshin grounings, 2s are the rules relating to residence of
members of such groupings. In societies, howvever, with matrilineal
"escent systems, there is a growing blas in favor of patrilineal
conceptions,

In towms, vhere therc is high mobility, vhere indivicduals
can rely om personcl labor, where necessarily, as A, Southall
has pointed out, many key »osltions in the kinship system arve
vacant (e. g. absence of brothers, or uncles, or aunts, edc.),
kingship has not died outs it works In another context, the
rizhts and expeetations being less oppressive, the number of
Izinsnmen present being reduced. personally oricnted kinship
relationgiips, which may ineclude close and distvant relatives,
replace tae ol<¢ kinship bonds; bilatersl kinghin links also
becone more significant to them. But there is also a tendency
to include in the Ikinship pattern many »eople with whom no
actual kinship can be traced, but who simply come e. 3. from
the sane tribe and ha»npen to be 1a clese relationsilp in the
towm.

The fact of the widegpread continuity of soclally efficient

larger binship units in rural arecas, does not mean that these
grouvin~s would have retained 2ll their former Tunctlong and
attrivbutes, Kinship units are losing, or have lost in some
areags, several of thelr traditional funections. Thus c. Se. their
educational funecviong have been taken over to o large extent,

by sechools; many of their .relizlous functions are now held by

chureches, various associntions, cte.; their economic functions
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are incrcasingly weakened, beeause of wage-labor, cash~cropplng,
grexter individual enterprise and freedom; thelr functions as
land=-controlling wnlts are everywhere etill extremely ctrong,
as are some of their loeal political and legal functions; in
domestic affairs too, the strength of kinshlp unite is very
great. But protection, aid, monctary assistance, solidarity,
ete., are not exclusively to be found any more in the kinship
groups; voluntary assoclations of now tyne, but fulfilliny
those amd other funotions, nave arigen coverywherc, more in
tovme though than in tribal areas; there are, as K, Little
showed, tribal uniong, chureh groups, occcupational associations,
friendly socleties, nmutual benefit groups, social eclubg, savings
groups, recrcational associations, which have these objegtives
of cooperation, fraternity and socisbility. In some rural
arcas, there are scparatict church'and nativistic movements
vhich fulfill in a new context these golidarity requirenments.

The patterns of Inhorlitance of property and suceession o
various offices, orevalent in familles and kinship units, hove
undergone major alterations; in matrilinocal societies, there
is an increasing blas in favor of £ilial as against adelphic
or sororal inheritance; twonen have geqirired and are acquiring
inheritonce ricshis, oven with rogard to gordens or cattle; all
gocietics tend %o emphasize the direct line of descent or to
restriet in any woy claims to a very #mall Linshin unit (say an
extended fanlly sroup). There 1s groulng importonce astached
to the conjugal bond and the domestlic group, However, relation-
ghips betveen parents and ehildren have altered consierablys

children hnve aequired, throuch education and labor, greater
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independence, and arc nuch more avay frbm home: women have
acquired a new and better status in the family unit, and
exercise an increasingly sreater authority in it. There arc
major changes, toco, in the structure of the househol’s as
residential unites; in many rural areas, women and their
younger c¢hlldren havo been left alone, for longer or shorter
periods, intermittently or concecutively, their husbands and
fathers being at worlk in towns, mines, plantations, etc.;
youns boys, less so young girls, are awvay for shorter or
lonzer periode to sechoolss young adults are awvay at work; hired
labor has been a2dded to the houschold, In towms, households
may now include neople of different lineage, and even of
different tribal affiliation.

Kinship is gtill a cruclal factor in African soclal
struecture. But the demands of kinship are legss opnrescsive
now, since there are many nev instlitutlons wiich perforn
functions formerl;y oxeclusively held by kinship sroupings.
Values attached o itinship solidarity romain strong, as do°s
the sense of lineage cohesion. Kinship groupings retain
prinary functions in nabterg of land control, and in donestic
affalre; dbut they also still sexrve as bases for the seleectlon
of chiefg, headmen and many other local authorities, The
fanily, on the othcr'hand, is 1605 and less suborlinate to
the larger kin grouns

G. Brlandier has sugiested that the veakening of Iinghiip
ties tends to undernine the entire social structurve., ILess

and legs, nartleularly 'in the nevw urban environaents, is the
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soclal structure kinshipeoricnted. Wealth, schooling, status
are now essentinl criteria in the establishment of soclal
categories, which tend to suncrsede or at least to compete
with the kinsikipn eriteria. In other words, as XK. Llttle hag
showm, there 1s now a grouing tendency for indlvidual status
and role to be ascertained with reference to the scclety as
a whole, rather than to be conceived in teras of the narticular
Irinsiin categories or kin groups to which individuals belonz,
furthermore, whereas associatlions were traditionally kinshipe
oriented, the mew associati-nal groupings nou follow new
eriteria, such as tribol identity, co-mon bellef and ritual,
welfare needs, common political interests, etc., and ensure

in turn many of the former functions exercised by kin groupings.



¥ ey a

Te
8o
S.
10,
il.
12,
13,
14,
15.

19.
20,

Notes

Fortes, Meyer, 1953, p. l.

Nadel, S. Fep, 1952, Do 101,

Beattie, Jolmn, 1901, p. 165,

Beattie, Jolm, 1951, p. 165.

This point 1s heavily stressed in Herskovits, Melville, 1962,
This voint was repeatedly stressed by various students of
African soclety. Cfr., Little, Kenneth, 1953, p. 230; Cole=
man, James, 1960, p. 270; Balandler, Georges, 1955, p. 55 sQ.
Firth, Raymond, 1959, pp. 340=342.

Firth, Raymond, 1952, p. 20; Nadel, S. F., 1952, 2, 83,
Beattie, John, 1961, p. 170,

Firth, Raymond, 1959, p. 340.

Firth, Raymond, 1959, p. 341.

Firth, Raymond, 1959, D. 340,

Pirth, lRaymond, 1952, ». 3%,

BDeattie, Joim, 1961, p. 1565,

Keesin;, Felix, 1953, p. TO: "Changg.....tenas to push into
the baclhground the equally significont dinmension of noncihionge,
or deliberate resistonce to change."

Herskovits, Melville, 1962, ». 2.

Honigmann, Joln, 1959, ch, XIII

¢fr, !Titenell, Clyde, 1953, The Kalels Donce, llanchester

University Press.
Balandier, Georges, 1950, pe 13s
This aspecet is clearly brought to the fore by the wor: of

M. Gluc’man, Cl, 1litchell, A. L. Enstein, K. Little.



L3

LEL I

2l,

22,
23.
24,
25.
26,
27.
28.
29,
30,

39
40,

41,

Cfr. iTitchell, Clyde, 1960, p. 1683 Li.tle, Kenneth,
1953, pe 270 has e. g. shoim how in Test Africa, in some
cases many new forms of social organization have arisen
directly out of the o0ld, and how, in other cases, the
new organlzation in superseding the older one has re-
tained 1ts aims and objectives.

Epstein, A. L., 1958, p. 4G4

Gluckman, Max, 1961, p. lSQ

111ddleton, John, 1960, p. 254,

Lpstein, A. L., 1958, p. 46,

Lystad, A., 1955, p. 85,

Balandier, Gecorges, 1955, 2. 53.

Firth, Raymond, 1959, ». 342,

Honigman, John, 1959, ». 251.

Several of the factors mentioned are discussed by Southall,
Aiden, 1961, p. 6 sq. Cfr. Lebeuf, J. P., 1953; Mercler, P.,
1960; and the work by the Rhodes-Livingstone Instituté.
Cfr, Steward, Julian, 1959, »p. 5-7.

0fde Bemmnett, Jelley, 1959, Dpe 2=4,

Terninology borrowed from Bemnett, J« Wey 1953, 1pe 24,
Sehapera, I., 1955, ppe xlvexvii, and nassine

Richarrds, Audrey, 1959, pe. 345,

vatson, Tilliam, 1958, p. 225,

Iercier, Paul, 1950, »p. 35«33,

Parrinler, Geoffrey, 1953, jassim.

Tilson, G. and M., 1945, n, 126,

Tatson, Villiam, 1953, p. 195,

Lebeuf, Je Poy 1953, pe. 285.



= o A

42,
436
44,
45,
46,
47,
48,
49,
50.

Glucknan, Max, 19501, D. 80,

Southall, Aiden, 1961, pe. 17.

Balandier, Georges, 1960, ps 13,

Agblemagnon, F., 1962, ps 153,

Paulme, Denise, 1960, v. 20..

White, Charles, 1953, p. 15,

Agblemagnon, F., 1952, p. 154.

Olignet, R., 1962, p. 145.

Snith, I. Ge, 1960, p. 145, urites that among the Kagoro
of NMigeria, village councils cccepted the principle that
marriage payments had to be hilgher for girls having con=
pleted standard 4 in primary schools than for girls not
fulfilling this condition.

Agblemagnon, F., 1952, pn. 154,

Paulne, Denise, 19560, »p. ll=12,

Baker, Tanya-Bird, lMary, 1953, »p. 113=120,

Read, largaret, 1955, 5. 178.

Colson, Elizabeth, 1960, Dp. 133 25=27; 41=433 175-175;
2163 3093 347,

Schapera, I., 1955, pp. Xivexvii,



[ L)

Bibllogranhy
Agble§agngn, F{N., lgﬁei t"Research on Attitudes touards the
ogolese Yonman. nternational Soecial Seicneo Journal
XIV, 1, 9pe 148-153, ’

Baker, Tanyaj; Blrd, lary, 1959, "Urbanizetion and the Position

of Women." legt Af ) nisn. (Zhe _Sociolosieal

Belandier, Goorges, 1955, "Social Chan-os and Social Problems
in Negro Africa." Africo in the ifodern lWorld. (C.W. Stilla
nman, ed.), IPe 55«53,

Balandler, Georges, 1960, "Structures soclales traditionnelles

et changements dconomiques,” Jahlers a'Etudes Africaines,
I, 2p. lel4,

Beattlo, Joln, 1961, "Oulture Contact and Soclal Chanso." The

British Jowrmnal of Soelology, XII, 2, p. 165=175.

Bennett, Jele, 1950. "Planned Ohange in Perspective.” Human
Organigation, 18, 1, pp. 2=4,

Olignet, R., 1962. "Introduction to the Inquiry om the Attitudes
of Soclety towardsc Vomen in the Ivory Coast." Intormational

Soecial Seicnee Journal, XIV, 1, wp. 137-148,
Coleman, James S., 1960. "The Politics of Sub-Saharan Africa,"

The Politics of tho Jeveloping Arcns. (GeAs Alnonds JeS.
Colcnan, ¢dSe), DDe 2?7-358.

Colson, Blizabetn, 1953, MNarrinse ond the Fanily anong the
Platean Tonpa of llorthern RWodesis. Manchestor University
ress,

Epstein, A.L., 1958. RPolitics in an Urban Africon Community.
Manchester University 2ress.

Firth, Rayaonl, 1052, Dleiments of Social Organization., London:
vatts & Co. -

Firth, Rajmond, 1959, Social Chanse in Tikonia

Polynesion Conmunity ~Lter a Generntion. London: G, Allen
& Unirin, ' :

Forde, Daryll, 1956, "Introductor; Survey." Socinl Imnlicationg

of Tndustrinlization and Urbonizatlon in Afrieca Sout: of

the Sohara. 2Poris: Unesco.

Fortes, leyer, 1958, "Intmocuction.”
in Domestic Groups. (J. Gooly, ode)s i

foster, Goorge Me, 1962, TIraditional Culsures: and the Impa

of Teeimologieal Chanze. New York: Harner & Brof.



winy &

Gluc“mnn, Ilax, 196L. "Anthropelogleal Problens Arising from
he African Inductrial uevolution. Soeclnl Ohanﬂe

Modern Africn. (A.I., Southall, ed.), DP. O7=82.

Herskovits, Melville J., 1962, [IThe Hunon Factor in Changing
Afriea., UMNew York: A.A. Knopi,

Honigmann, John, 1959, The World of Man. New York: Harper &
Bros.,

Kahl, Joseph A,, 1959, "Some Social Concomitants of Industrie

alization and Urbonization.” Humen Organization, 18, 2,
DDo 53-740

Keesing, Felix, 1953. Culture Change., Stanford: Stanford
Universlty Press. . '

Iebeuf, Jean-Paul, 1953, "Oentres urbains d'Afrique Equa-
toriale Frangaise." Africa, XXIII, 3, pp. 235«297,

Little, Kenneth, 1953, "Tho Study of Soclal Ohonge in British

Little, Kenneuh, 1955. "The African Elite in Britisi Test
Afriea." Race Relquiona in_Torld Porsngetive (A.7. Lind,
ed ) ® :)p. 20)-2 ‘

Little, Kenneth, 1960, "Lest mfrioan Urbanization as a Soeilal
frocess,” Cahlers d'Btudes Afirieczines, III, Hpe 90-102,

Lystad, A., 1955, "Native Cultural and S-cilal Patterans in
Contemporary ‘frica: Commentary." Africa Todaye (C.Be
Haines, ed.), »p. 85=39,

llercier, Paul, 1930, "Btude du marisge ot cnquéte urbainc,™
Cohiers {'Etudes Africoines, I, np. 2043,

Middleton, John, 1260, ZIuzbars welision., Iondon: Oxford
University Press, .

Mitehell, Clyde, 1960, "The Anthrojologlenl | Stuly of Ucbon
Communi ties.” African Studics, 19, 3, e 159=172.

NaZel, SelFe, 1952, The Found~tions of Soeial Anthropolosy.
Glencoc: The Tree 2recSS.

Parrinder, Geoffrey, 1953. Religion in an Afriean City. Lone
Oxford University Precc.

dons

Paulme, Donice, 195 . Fommeg d'Afrique liolre. Tac Hague:

ilouton & Co.

"Dddc %ion in Afrien: t3 2atterms and
Africn, {rends

(T7eCo Brovﬁ, ed., The Annnls of the American

§i, p. 370-1790

Road, Margaret, 1955.
R61c in Sooinl Chanze." Contomsorary

Is"ues.




ﬂl’#

Rlchards, fudrey I. (ed.), 1959, East \frican Chiefs., New
York: PF.A. Praeger,

Schapera, I., 1955, A Handbook of Iswana Law and Custom.
London: Oxford UnIversity Press (2nd odit.)

Smith, .G,, 1960, "Kagoro Political Devolopment," Human
Organization, 19, 3, pp. 13T7=143,

Southall, Aiden, 1961. “Introductory Sumnary.” Soeial Chanve
in liodern Africa. (A.I. Southall, ed.,), DDe L=006,

Stevard, Julion H., 1959, "Prediction and Plamning in Culture
Change." [uman Ormanigation, 13, 1, PPe 5=T,

Watson, William, 1958, Pribal Cohesion in g lioney Teonomy.

Honchester University Press,

White, Charles 1%., 1953, "Oonscrvatiom and Ilodern Adgptation
in Luvalz Pemale Puberty Ritual." Afriea, XXIII, i,
)P ] 15"2 e )

Wilson G, and M., 1945, The soalysis of Soclal Change, Come

bridge University Press,




